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SCHOOLS — BULLYING 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [6.29 pm]: I would like to take this opportunity to voice my support 
for the motion moved by Hon Samantha Rowe this afternoon. Instead of taking the full 10 minutes, I want to 
quickly voice my support for the motion and also echo the member’s words during her contribution today. Indeed, 
bullying can have a lethal consequence. A recent case was reported by PerthNow on 12 November 2018 about 
a nine-year-old girl from the United States who was bullied, and she took her own life. I could not even imagine 
the grief and difficulty that she went through when bullied by her peers, because of her ethnic background, so that 
she resolved to take her own life. It is a truly tragic situation. We should all be aware of situations like that. It was 
very timely for Hon Samantha Rowe to move this motion to remind us. It is also fitting that the National Day of 
Action against Bullying and Violence occurs on Friday this week. I remember Hon Donna Faragher mentioned 
that every day should be a day of action against bullying, and I totally agree with her. 
I also want to commend the Minister for Education and Training for the Let’s Take a Stand Together action plan 
against bullying. I also want to commend the parliamentary secretary, Hon Samantha Rowe, under the auspices of 
the minister, for her work in the development of bullying resources for schools and parents, which will be released 
on Friday. I was listening to the radio interview of the Premier on Monday, when this topic was discussed. 
A talkback caller mentioned the rise in the incidence of bullying and the lack of corporal punishment in schools. 
I think the Premier was right in saying that we have moved on from the time when corporal punishment was 
employed in schools and the right of all students to start school in a safe and peaceful environment and for staff to 
be free from being assaulted by students is paramount. 
I also want to note that public schools have banned corporal punishment since 1987. 
Hon Peter Collier: No, they haven’t. I did it. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: In public schools. 
Hon Peter Collier: I did it in 2016. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: That is right. Hon Peter Collier was the education minister in 2015 and he banned corporal 
punishment in non-government schools. 
Hon Peter Collier: No, in government schools. I could not do it in non-government schools. I did it in government 
and non-government. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: My understanding is that — 
Hon Martin Aldridge: Table your government briefing notes, and we’ll check them. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: It is my own research and I will not be tabling it. I thank Hon Martin Aldridge. 
My personal research shows that corporal punishment was banned in government schools in 1987. I will check the 
record. An ABC news article dated 7 January 2015 states — 

Mr Collier said that the change reflected community expectations in the 21st century. 
I agree with him 100 per cent. The same article stated — 

Corporal punishment has not been used in the state’s government school system since the 1980s. 
The new regulation will come into force in the first half of this year, — 

That was 2015 — 
but it is understood Nollamara Christian Academy has agreed to use other methods of discipline from the 
start of the school year. 

An earlier part of the article states — 
The changes will close a loophole that has allowed non-government schools to continue using the cane 
and other forms of physical discipline. 

In any event, I want to say that I agree with Hon Peter Collier and his move to ban corporal punishment in the 
education system. It was a good move. At the same time, I want to mention that section 257 of the Criminal Code, 
“Discipline of children, use of force for”, states — 

It is lawful for a parent or a person in the place of a parent, or for a schoolmaster, to use, by way of 
correction, towards a child or pupil under his care, such force as is reasonable under the circumstances. 

My reading and my research shows that the regulation we have in the state has banned corporal punishment for 
students and the Criminal Code has allowed for certain circumstances when there is a need to apply force, provided 
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the force is reasonable. The Criminal Code has afforded protection for the teachers should they need to restrain or 
apply force to ensure that other students are safe from violence. 
I want to voice my support for the motion, and thank Hon Samantha Rowe for moving it. 
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